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INVITATION
V. W. CHEMBURKAR MEMORIAL LECTURE

We feel happy to invite you all for the
V. W. Chemburkar Memorial Lecture

“Excitement and Application of Biotechnology

Day and Time :

Venvue :

Shri U. V. Desai

Hon. Treasurer

for Sustainable Development”
presented by renowned scientist

Dr. Mrs. Manju Sharma
(Ex- Sec, DBT, GOI, DST)

Saturday, 24" February 2018, 10:30 A.M.

COMMUNITY SCIENCE CENTRE

Aarti Society, Atmajyoti Ashram Road, Subhanpura, Vadodara

Prof. N. M. Bhatt
Hon. Secretary

One Day Workshop
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Community Science Centre - Vadodara

Date
February 26, 2018
Schedule: 9:30 Am to 5:00 PM
Registration Fee
Participant: Rs 1000/-
Student: Rs500/-

Please send your registration fee by Cheque/DD
drawn in favour for Community Science Centre,
Vadodara

The last date of registration is February 12, 2018
as limited number of participants will be enrolled.

Venue
‘Zﬁaaa ﬁ%

[+
9 &
¢
My scrence

Community Science Centre

Aarti Society, Nr Atama Jyoti Ashram, Subhanpura,
Vadodara, 390023.

Ph: 0265-2389749; Mob. +91-9725891033

e mail: cscvadodara@yahoo.co.in
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5 - Vijay Rupani

Chief Minister, Gujarat State
apro/ug/2018/01/01vj

Date - 01-01-2018
Sneht Shree Dr. Mehta,

Namskar.

I have received your warm greetings on the victory of BIP in
Gujarat Election.

Gujarat 15 and continues to be the pride of India from an economic,
cultural and social dchlupment perspective. The achievements of the State
are not merely the success but are the accomplishments of the people of

Gujarat. I hope, with the whole hearted support and sincerc cfforts by all,

towards “Hd &I HTT T FT FHA, the state will continue to be a

frontrunner in progress. I appreciate the mission @Y Rreamfd= being taken

up by the community of social science, which | hope will be helpful (o

transform the ambience of the naturc in Vadodara,

I am thankful (o you for expréssing good wishes toward mec.

(Vijay Rupani)

To,

Dr. M. H. " Mehta, Chairman,
The Community Science Center,
Vaho Vishwamitri Abhivan,
Vadodara-390023.

-]




ay: qs

Nk LR d 2is:x  52).-1533612 20909

PROFILE IN SCIENCE

Dr. Asima Chatterjee

Asima’s maiden name was
Mokerjee. She grew up in a
middle-class household in
Calcutta and was the oldest of two
children of Dr Indra Narayan
Mookerjee and his wife, Kamala
Devi.

Her younger brother,
Sarashi Ranjan Mookerjee, also
came to known as a noteworthy
surgeon, and collaborated with
Asima in her research on
medicinal plants. It was her
father's love for botany that
piqued Asima’s interest in their
medicinal properties.

As a young girl, her parents
never restricted Asima from
pursuing education. She
completed her graduation with
honors in chemistry from the
Scottish Church College of the
University of Calcutta in 1936.
She moved on to received a
master’s degree in organic
chemistry in 1938 from the
University of Calcutta.

She became the second
woman after Janaki Ammal to be
earn a Doctorate of Science by an

Indian University, i.e the University
of Calcutta in 1944. She
researched natural products
chemistry and developed leading
anti-convulsive, anti-malarial, and
chemotherapy drugs.

One of her most successful
anti-epileptic drug, ‘Ayush-56’ was
developed from Marsilia minuta,
while her anti-malarial drug was
developed from Alstonia scholaris,
Swrrtia chirata, Picrorphiza kurroa
and Ceasalpinna crista.

She spent 40 long years
researching a class of compounds
called alkaloids. Some of these
alkaloids are efficiently used
during chemotherapy to prevent
the multiplication of cells in cancer
patients. These patented drugs
have been widely marketed by
several companies.

Asima also chemically
analysed coumarins, which
essentially came from the bael
tree, a native species in India. It
was she who brought to light that
the fruits and bark of this tree could
treat a variety of gastrointestinal
disorders.

Born on September 23, 1917, Asima Chatterjee, was one of the first
Indian women to earn a doctorate in science in British India in 1944.

She paved the way for Indian women to pursue organic chemistry and opened the
world’s eyes to the power of medicinal plants. She was also the first woman to be
elected as the General President of the Indian Science Congress, a premier
institution that oversees scientific research. She has won several prestigious awards
] such as the S S Bhatnagar award, the C V Raman award, and the P C Ray award;
“#:1 and is the recipient of the Padma Bhushan, the third-highest civilian award, in
recognition of her contributions to the field of science. Her area of interest was
natural products with special reference to medicinal chemistry.

In association with Mr. Anjan Palit, a
well known personality in chemistry,
she became the founding head of
the department of chemistry at Lady
Brabourne College of the University
of Calcutta. She joined the
University College of Science of the
University of Calcutta, as reader in
pure chemistry in 1954.

Her numerous achievements
include being a Premchand
Roychand Scholar of the University
of Calcutta and serving as the
Khaira Professor of Chemistry
(1962-1982, the most prestigious
and coveted chairs of the University
of Calcutta. 1960 marked her
election as the Fellow of the Indian
National Science Academy, New
Delhi.

The following year, she
became the first female recipient of
the country’s most prestigious
science award, the annual Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar Prize.

Even though the award was
firstintroduced in 1958, but it wasn’t
until 1960, that the ‘chemical
sciences’ category was introduced.
Asima won the award for her

A
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contribution and achievements in
phytomedicine (the study of plant
extracts for therapy). It took over
14 years foranother woman to win
the same prize, and over 48 years
for a woman to win it in the
‘chemical sciences’ category.

In 1972, Asima was
appointed the Honorary
Coordinator of the Special
Assistance Programme to
intensify teaching and research in
natural product chemistry,

Nk LR d 2is:x  52).-1533612 20909

sanctioned by the University
Grants Commission (India).She
published around 400 papers in
national and international journals
and more than a score of review
articles in reputed serial volumes.
Her publications have been
extensively cited and much of her
work has been included in several
textbooks.

She was nominated by the
President of India as a Member of
the Rajya Sabha from February

1982 to May 1990. She left for her
heavenly abode on November 22,
2006.

In her lifetime, she published
over 400 papers on Indian
medicinal plants and their
chemistry.

Ashima may have gone, but
herlegacy continuesto live on.

www.thebetterindia.com
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