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Vijay Rupani
Chief Minister, Gujarat State

Apro/ug/2018/04/09/dt Dt. 09/04/2018

Snehi Shree Dr. Mehta,
Saprem Namaskar.

I am in receipt of your letter informing about the organization of
National Round Table on Tree Plantation at Vadodara. Thak you.

Apart from the scientific importance, the trees and rivers have
always been revered in our holy scriptures. Lord Krishna has stressed
the importance of trees by saying “I am the Pipal Tree amongst all the
trees”, and there are many references of rivers being revered as the
Mother of our civilization and human being. Trees play a vital role in
the healthy Eco-Cycle of our environment, while Rivers are having
equal importance in striking balance in various ecological factors.

I am glad to learn that the Vaho Vishwamitri Abhiyan -
Vadodara is planning a National Round Table on Bio-Shield and
Tree Plantations on 3 rd May, 2018 in which Vaho Vishwamitri
Abhiyan - Vadodara will be a Model. Though it will not be possible
for me to attend and inaugurate the event, I extend my heartiest best
Wishes to the organizers and all the participants from all over the nation
and the globe. I am sure the event will be enlightening for all the

environmentsl enthusiasts.

(Vijay Rupani)

To,

Dr. M. H. Mehta, Chairman

Community Science Centre & Vaho Vishwamitri Abhiyan,
“Lok Vigyan Bhavan’’, Aarti Society,

Atmajyoti Ashram Road,

Subhanpura, Vadodara-390 023.

Email : cscvadodara@yahoo.co.in
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Stephen Hawking was regarded
as one of the most brilliant
theoretical physicists in history.
His work on the origins and
structure of the universe, from
the Big Bang to black holes,
revolutionized the field, while his
best-selling books have
appealed to readers who may
not have Hawking's scientific
background. Hawking died on
March 13,2018.

A challenginglife

British cosmologist
Stephen William Hawking was
born in England on Jan. 8, 1942
— 300 years to the day after the
death of the astronomer Galileo
Galilei. He attended University
College, Oxford, where he
studied physics, despite his
father's urging to focus on
medicine. Hawking went on to
Cambridge to research
cosmology, the study of the
universe as awhole.

In early 1963, just shy of
his 21st birthday, Hawking was

PROFILE IN SCIENCE

"Stephen Hawking” (1942-2018)

* We should seek the greatest value of our action."

* "The greatest enemy of knowledge is not ignorance, it
is the illusion of knowledge."

* "Intelligence is the ability to adapt to change."
* "lt is not clear that intelligence has any long-term

survival value."

diagnosed with motor neuron
disease, more commonly known
as Lou Gehrig's disease or
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS). He was not expected to
live more than two vyears.
Completing his doctorate did not
appear likely. Yet, Hawking
defied the odds, not only
attaining his Ph.D. but also
forging new roads into the
understanding of the universe in
the decades since.

As the disease spread,
Hawking became less mobile
and began using a wheelchair.
Talking grew more challenging
and, in 1985, an emergency
tracheotomy caused his total
loss of speech. A speech-
generating device constructed at
Cambridge, combined with a
software program, served as his
electronic voice, allowing
Hawking to select his words by
moving the muscles in his cheek.

Just before his diagnosis,
Hawking met Jane Wilde, and

the two were married in 1965. The
couple had three children before
separating. Hawking remarried in
1995 but divorced in 2006.

A brilliant mind

Hawking continued at
Cambridge after his graduation,
serving as a research fellow and
later as a professional fellow. In
1974, he was inducted into the
Royal Society, a worldwide
fellowship of scientists. In 1979,
he was appointed Lucasian
Professor of Mathematics at
Cambridge, the most famous
academic chair in the world (the
second holder was Sir lIsaac
Newton, also a member of the
Royal Society.

Over the course of his
career, Hawking studied the basic
laws governing the universe. He
proposed that, since the universe
boasts a beginning — the Big
Bang — it likely will have an
ending. Working with fellow
cosmologist Roger Penrose, he
demonstrated that Albert

—
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Einstein's Theory of General
Relativitysuggests that space
and time began at the birth of the
universe and ends within black
holes, which implies that
Einstein's theory and quantum
theory must be united.

Using the two theories
together, Hawking also

determined that black holes are
not totally silent but instead emit

SO RS CERY] 2is:a | eyl - 3Rl 209¢

"event horizon," the point where
nothing can escape. Instead, he
proposed that there would be an
"apparent horizon" that would
alter according to quantum
changes within the black hole.
But the theory remains
controversial. [Portrait of Genius:
Stephen Hawking Exhibit
Photos]

Hawking also proposed

radiation. He predicted that,
following the Big Bang, black
holes as tiny as protons were
created, governed by both
general relativity and quantum
mechanics.

Professor Stephen
Hawking experiences the
freedom of weightlessness
during a zero gravity flight.

In 2014, Hawking revised
his theory, even writing that "
there are no black holes" — at
least, in the way that
cosmologists traditionally
understand them. His theory
removed the existence of an

L

that the universe itself has no
boundary, much like the Earth.
Although the planet is finite, one
can travel around it (and through
the universe) infinitely, never
encountering a wall that would
be described as the “end.”

Hawking's books

Hawking was a popular
writer. His first book, "A Brief
History of Time" (10" anniversary
edition: Bantam, 1998) was first
published in 1988 and became
an international best seller.
In it, Hawking aimed to
communicate questions about
the birth and death of the

universe to the layperson.

Hawking went on to write
other nonfiction books aimed at
nonscientists. These include "A
Briefer History of Time," "The
Universe in a Nutshell," "The
Grand Design" and "On the
Shoulders of Giants." [Related: 8
Shocking Things We Learned
From Stephen Hawking's Book
“Grand Design’]

He and his daughter, Lucy
Hawking, also created a fictional
series of books for middle school
children on the creation of the
universe, including "George and
the Big Bang" (Simon & Schuster,
2012).

Hawking made several
television appearances, including
a playing hologram of himself on
"Star Trek: The Next Generation"
and a cameo on the television
show "Big Bang Theory." PBS
presented an educational
miniseries titled "Stephen
Hawking's Universe," which
probes the theories of the
cosmologist.

In 2014, a movie based on
Hawking's life was released.
Called "The Theory of
Everything," the film drew praise
from Hawking, who said it made
him reflect on his own life.
"Although I'm severely disabled, |
have been successful in my
scientific work," Hawking
wrote on Facebook in November
2014. "l travel widely and have
been to Antarctica and Easter
Island, down in a submarine and
up on a zero-gravity flight. One
day, | hope to gointo space."

AN
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Stephen Hawking No More

What an amazing man & one of the Greatest Scientists ever.

| had just finished reading his book-"The Grand Design” last week and was often talking to
friends and family about this amazing-one of the greatest Scientist-thinker.......

In my book-Science-Spirituality & the World Tomorrow-I had put this poem in Gujarati about

Stephen’s dance

Reproducing here.
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